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hile mos: peefessional Lminers
aced soene pErenls are capabls

w ol significant inskghe o a
rider's perfarmande, it is not uncammen
ta find peaple irying 1o help o dder jp-
preaves his perfomaaiics by Bying o guess
whin te judge was thinking Often they

sxpriss uninformead opinkoms which do
nal éven remodely resemble the judpe’s)

P
goed 2 w-
gd riding “"d,h.:.w ring. SMOY,
jr fakas §9 ceed in ¥1F 5 0 ke Iﬂﬂmhg
ship 194 g e abiicy S
mm?:-hulrgr" ant :ilwr d "“'"'mﬂg telfs
of V7 irong BT o arias, 81 F Th
L e P rom The
wa
e’
: m
T il as directly as posaibl what the jodge
By Dana =i il rir oy

Many ricers attempt po accampdish this
by opproaching the jodge in person, This
i nit usially a good idea, Far several
reasong, Fizsf, if the horse shaw i FECOg-
nized by 1he American Horse Shows Az
sugiztion, It & agsinst the rules for any-
ong o adidress the fidpe withaut hwiug_
feecived prior permizsion Gnom the Show
Cimramilter or Seewsnd, Vislafion of this

nuls may subject the offendir to AHSA |

disciplizary action. Secoedly. it is pre-
sumpluous of 2 sisgle compelitar ta keep

Elearly, it i 1o the rider’s benefit to find | all the other compatitoes. waiting while

PART SIX: Learning
Judge’s Cards

Savvy

il judg: enmwers bis pasonal quesions
curing the show. 1f the judge is an a
breck, il may be the anly tisne she gets
ta use the bathroom, the ssiephane, oo
the sneck bar, Asking her o give up that
rime 5y angwer questiong is elfish,
Furthermare, meny judges augmens
theic incomes by offering clinics and
criligues. They geo paid for performing
| this secvice, and il may be consikerad
effen=ive tar o rider 1 ask them, =zen-
tially, ta perfarm this service free, Being
&0 exhibitor entifes coe to get judged,

Yaur eniry fee dies neg cover 2 cinie,
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CALL HER "ME" Ol Hipd “mog”

At unrecognined or schoeling shivas,
i1 is sumelimes possible o pddress the
judge dircetly. particolagdy if the show
manager has made prive amaegements o
Bave shon qumim breaks Batween
classes, Tow proper procedumne for ad-
dressing (Be judpe i= o ask her pesmis-
ston figst, Do ol use her ficst namme un-
bess youn knesw hesr om a ficst-name hasis,
particularly if o are a junice rider. Call
her “M5." or call hing “Wr."” Make sy
wour reguest e phrased 0 guch a way
that sh= waon't think wou bave a eom-
plaint. Aoy [ ask you one or iwa gees-
Lo aboul your thinking as youo judged

| will offer her ohsoralions or apinions,
It s vspally ersics T the judge 1o
remember yous performance if she has
in her hand the cand she mored for the
class ahour wivich vou are mking, 50 yon
should artempl to kave the card available
when you ask Fur your consuliation.
Cuike alten, it is not productive 1o ask
the judge”s ominios aboat your perfars
mancs in & Mat class, cand or no cand,
tecauze el Jedpss valy write down
the best amd fhe wosl sl happen in 2
flat class, "k meess th best gight fid-
ers will find theic numbers o the cand,
as will the riders who lost a srirup ar
picked up the wrong lead, The dder who

kad Been called fory, dan't be oo sur-
prizd i the jadpe doesn’t recall evach
about what yoi disd,

ARGUING 15 TAGKY
Assuming the judgs remembers your
perfarmance, she mhay have same cpin-
ions with which you do not agzes, If you
find yourself in such 2 sfluation, thank
the judge politely for her response, and
walk away immediately. Do mar express
youer afrepreement, challenge, or argue
i any way with the judpef Arouwing is 5
u smanlike and “lacky.” I may
e thes ue apaingr wou ir Tutne
campesiiloes,

Lhe Jaed clussT™) izn't amang the better or the worst mey Instead, you cam iry io gee iF them™s | g f
If the judgs =ays oo, either oulright oo | not be oo the card at all. nny wny voucan g2 yourself as the judgpe § o0 ¢
by uifering any numkber of reasons why Tru a flak class, o judze’s job bs entally | saw you. Be ohjective, nol conceiied, 1T STEh
nid, b very lactfial, and say either “0OK, | @ Separate and rank the competitors. | yow sall disggres with the jedpe"s opin- =l
tank wou”™ or I understaed. Thank | This isaccomplished by constantsurvedl- | 3on, so be it. Disparate svalsations o
wiois," and inunediately degarl. Eagcw, which prociedes o ot of cote<tok= | abound around horses. [ is nat unusual ety
IF the jaldpe savi yéd, bell her vour | mg bl individuals. for three jedges to have three different H'
miarber and the codor of o B, sl So, if 3o @k pal win & ribbom, and | opinions sboat a horse or 2 nder. g
ask whas you'd lke ea Koo pasitvery, | youdid nol maks sny pross srmos (wrang If addressing a judge is not feasible, :
What did you chink of my road eser | dingonnls ar kads, deoppsd seing or slis- | 2 competior ¢an gain sccursée informas | - o
fences?"—not “What didn't o lke | nope, falkore i eaieesin the gail which | liee sboul the judge’s obseralions by |0
about my horss?™) Provided she remem- siudwing the jodpe's cands. At AHSA | - 7
bers your individal perfomancs, che J Ty
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recognized shows, padpe’s cards ane a-
vailable for isspection only with the
judge’s permission. [ & judge hes not
granted permissson by way of the show
sicward. a person who lespects the canls
is in violation of AHSA neles and is zuh-
jeet o dasciplirary actom,

Mot judges do nob objeet 10 having
their cunds Jonked ai by competitors. In
fact, by posting cheir cands alomg with
an explanation of kow they mark chem,
many judges encourigs sompsticon b
read cards so thar they may anderstand
the Tactors which influenced the dioci-
£Hms.

Competilors wha  inspect Jlpes'
cinds ghould remember char the primary
funciion of thase cards i5 o sizrve as the
Jedge's personal remdnder of her abser.
watsans of each competilce. Theredoce,
a judge’s mzthed of second-keeping is
roguirsd only o ke messingful o e
jodges il is not intendad for the edifica
tun af exhibiors.

Hewever, if 2 judge his gone 1o the
ruubls of calaloguing and pesting her
gymbols for tre beneli of exhibitors and
speciators, paopls showkl be wure they
uge the ghossory o Inberpret the cards
varmectly.

INDIVIEWAL FICTORIAL SYMBOLS

Many judges use o sysiem of picocial
exvmbols and words or lemars W describes
d horse's roumd over femcrs. Roemis
Bulch, the famoas radkestraimeciodgs
and actist, developed 3 gystem of mark-
isg; cards thet many judges have adapied
12 wait their pwn siyles, In Muich's sys-
lern, sach square on (e judpe’s card
juals one fence, and dhe symibals draen
within that square zre ingnded 1o acta-
ally itlustraie what the horse locked ke
ever line fence. [na hesder clasg, & fence
Jumped in parfact form, for &xample,
recrives an aro drawn Ijk:: e op half
of & cincle. A fence jumged from 2 -.-:r;
t5EhL spcs receives on upside doam e
A Fence jumped very flaly m:unl:: a
hegizontal line,

Iedlge Penny Roszmthal sicks her
Tuncer cards with a combdnation of pic-
tecial symibols derived From Muich's sys-
leny, plus abbreviated wirds, Her yuile-
tion eards show simpla checks Far each
fence jumped, along with ahbreviations.
For grample. "El. FL."* means the fder
dotan’| have encagh welght in his heels.
“Lns, an knds.” means ihoi the rider
leans oas his hamds over a fence, =Pls,
Bl indicaies a rider wha polls hack
an or incarferes with the barse's memth
in the air. M3, Reasenthal then assigns o

nzmerical evsluation of between oee and
RONC) i Az ponind, wilk the avompe mousd
recelving somewhene between 63 and
10, and an excellent mund scoring kathe
high 805 or law s

Michaal Page, wha last year jadped
the prestigicus AHSA Medal Fingls, has
an entirely differsst system of marking
his cards. Ezch Jusnp is described in an
individaal box, wilk a samber bebsesn
cne and eipht, Eight represenis & wery
gecd jomp, When horses are being
Jodged, Mr. Page adds & lolter if neces-
sary o fomher desgribe the fence. For
example, & borse than gets a lislle close
to 2 femoe might gan a “TT™ for “tight™),
A pamiculorly bad Feoes 8 noted wilh o
circlz around the samber, usually 2 six
of lower, Similarly, pquilation riders are
sonred on sach fence individually witk
o number, ME Page sdds wards in de-
scribe efther a major trend in the round
(“reins tod loog™), or @ rides foult ar 2
panticular jursp {ahead ™, Liies b, Bo-
senthal, Mr. Page assigns both barses
ond riders & final sumerical evaloarion,

THE CHEMKIM-JOHNSTOMN SYSTEM

T developed ny cown system for mark-
Ieg cards afler siudving Pannie BMurch's
swstern, &5 owsll 4y the syslems of 16
ceheer judpes when | was leamer judging,
My systesn consiste of some B symbals
and abbrevintices, Seme of the symbals
ars direct |lnsieaticas of how the harse
booksd over a fene, oibers are 2 kind
of sharthand. Each fence &5 depicied in-
dividunlly fn it3 oem box, for boch hun-
ters and equitatian, [ use a few sbbrevi-
alicrs For fanters (0" for a horse thar
got “quick,” "HK" for 2 horse that “hung
its knees,” “FE" for a bomss that jumped
off s “frant end,™ "W0GE" far n borse
that I5 “waik T the ground,” ez, And
[ w8 leg of abbreviations above and
below the symibal in each jump Box 1o
regrescnl rider errars. Some sxamglss of
thege ares “LDIA" -—rider's “Lep 1 Dig-
Haced In Adr" “TE"—rider falds like a
"jeckmife" im the wir “ROT —rder
"Rides  (HT  Toe"; “GOG"—rider
“Uitweses barse DT the Ground. ™

I ghve bath humiers and equitezinn dd-
ers Tingl numerical scores with o few
“absalules:™ A refusal is an autamsaiic
seore of 40 or less; & dropped stimep oo
e i3 an gulemakic score of 30 or les;
&f =nra dride in an in-ond-oul gels an
amamatie 40 or less. A class would bave
iz bz preisy awlal for someorne with one
af thess major fealis 1 gel g rikbon!

I assign the finel nuimserical soore
bascd on an idea of about 1 poings per |:

fence, and an a general issungnicn af
gight fendcs im & cousse, A horse dhat
mavigalcd & omirse well (got all his lead
chanpes, hebd o pond pace at on even
thathm, ond had pood disinnces 1o
jureps} will get a leas) am 80, assuming
he jumped in good forme A horse whoe
Jjumips in great form end is a breatheeking
mueer will score higher, possibly inige
the S5, A harse with poor form will
genre considemably Inwer than the 410,
cven if be made no emors. Similarly, &
rider who makes no distance, pace, or
falr miscakees will g1 marked down for
frem or style errars. A rider with greac
form and style will soore higher than
ancéher mder even if both had emce-free
noszneds,

THE WUMBERS COLUMMS

M judpes mark cards for At classes
by writing numbers in g column o e
lefi slde of their cards, with the nuphes
o tap being what at first glanoe seems
ta be the best horse or rider in the class,
s the class continues, they maks pdjust-
mests where necesasry in the colursm.
If a rider §s mone capabde at e canler
and the siming et than he initially ap-
peaned 00 b AL e postng trod, he may
muvi up the line. Simifarly, if a harse
Ik gocad al T o el gils sloong af
the canter, ke may moe down the line
& Few nusihens,

Horses of riders who make serious er-
oA penerally gor their numbsrs writlen
gl the very Boniois of a cend, wath some
kird of notarion of their ermars. Some-
ami3 afler the lass revenses, the column
¥ b rewrilien mans [owards the gight
side of the card, reflessing the judge™s
revieed manking of dhe competiiors.
Cands For D clisses sev not peperadly
inforenarive for readers; there just dsn'
enoagh line 1o write mece than pwmbers.

Whar happens il a @l]l'l'ﬂ?:-ﬂ[lr WS
i pead ke cards of & judge wiso has
made her cards available, bal whie has
nob pested an explasation of her marking
sysem? Soansces with show savyy will
locde po see whar syenbals charscrerize
the performesces of the 1ep nbhbon win-
ners. He will eheck 1o 22 what the firs-
place winmer hed mors of than the s=c-
ond-place wieser, and e famh, domm
e limee

Assuming the Ader has a clever mind
and good deductive reasoning powers, &

snould emerge. Lpan companmg
the rikhon winners' performences with
his own as descnbed onhe judge's cand.,

the rider can get a faldy accurate kka
af the imgpression bis nde crented. W



